
Thomas McKee M.P. (1770-1814)  
 
Thomas was born on the Scioto River, Ohio and died on October 20, 1814 at Île des 
Cascades, Lower Canada. He was the Metis/Shawnee/Chaouanon son of Alexander 
McKee (Metis) and a Shawnee woman. According to one family tradition, his 
grandmother was Tecumseh’s sister. And if so, "Red Tail Hawk" would have been his 
great uncle. Thomas married Theresé Askin (Metis), the daughter of John Askin.  
 
In 1797 he leased Pelee Island from the Ojibwa and 
Ottawa for 999 years in 1788; fought at Fort Recovery 
in 1794; attended a council with Mohawk Chief 
Thayedanegea and the Odawa and Ojibwa Nations at 
Detroit in August 1796; later that year his father was 
appointed superintendent of Indian Affairs of the North 
West district. 

Thomas was made a captain of the 60th Regiment of 
Foot of the British Army in Detroit on February 20, 
1796. He was elected to the Upper Canada house of 
assembly in 1797 representing Kent; in 1800 he was 
reelected to represent Essex as well. He became a major 
in 1807 having served as a captain in the Indian 
Department and in the War of 1812 he held the rank of major. During the War of 1812 he 
retained this rank, being attached to the 2nd Essex Department. He was congratulated by 
the Prince Regent for the restrained behaviour of the Indians during the capture of Detroit 
from the Americans in August 1812 and was mentioned in dispatches for his service in 
other actions early in the war, although his qualities as a field commander were 
questioned. In March 1814 he was accused of “grave misconduct” among the Indians on 
the beach at Burlington Bay.  He had allowed his followers alcohol so that they became 
“outrageous”; he himself got “shamefully drunk” and verbally abused them. Steps were 
taken to remove him from the theatre of war because of his alcoholism. In the autumn, 
while on his way to Montreal, he died. 
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